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ST

 PUBLIC EDITION  
(Views are subject to change as additional information becomes public as to how this plan will and/or will not affect those concerned.) 

 
Sam Bartlow, a fellow autistic self-advocate, received an email notification for the ASAN (Autism Self-
Advocacy Network) concerning the Transition to Independence Act (S.1604) and shared the 
information with me.  I became concerned with some of what I was reading in the “Factsheet” that 
ASAN had released.  In order to clarify what this bill is actually about, I downloaded a copy of it so I 
could read it for myself: http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/BILLS-114s1604is/pdf/BILLS-114s1604is.pdf  

After reading through the bill, I am even more concerned about the apparent short sightedness of 
those who wrote it.  Note that the language I am using indicates that I am open to the possibility that 
there is more to this plan than I am aware of, and that those who wrote it might be able to set me 
straight on some or all of my concerns.  The first step for them to do this is to engage in direct dialog 
with me, as well as others who may also have concerns.   

In order to bring this about, I have contacted 7 of the 11 members of the Arizona Congressional 
Delegation to invite them to be guests on my August 12, 2015, internet radio program.  Two of them 
were contacted by email, two by hand letter to their home office and three by both methods.  Since 
they were only given a week and a half notice, I am not chastising them for not participating.   

However, I do hope that at least one of their aides will take the time to listen to the broadcast, and/or 
the video of the 3rd Saturday of the month meeting on August 15, 2015, that I will post online.  I also 
intend to link both the broadcast and video to a number of social media sites that are most conducive 
to public comment.  If one of the aides do visit these online resources that I will be providing them 
with links to, I believe they will feel that the information shared is of such a high quality that they will 
encourage the Congressional delegate to listen for him or herself.   
 

CONCERN THAT HISTORY MAY REPEAT ITSELF IF THIS BILL PASSES 

One of the biggest concerns that Americans have had since at least the duration of my adult life (I 
turned 18 in 1987), is that the Social Security fund that is supposed to take care of our financial needs 
after we retire, is going bankrupt.  There are several factors for why this is happening.  The one that is 
relevant to this discussion is that Congress keeps “borrowing” from this fund to fund other projects 
and never paying the money back.  If a business ran their company’s finances in this manner, its 
owner(s) would go to prison for embezzlement. 

What S.1604 does to the Medicaid fund is basically the same thing Congress has been doing to the 
Social Security fund; diverting money that is intended for one thing to something completely 
unrelated.  So what is the Medicaid fund supposed to be used for?  This is probably an over 
simplification, but it is basically a mostly federally funded program that is run by the individual states, 
within certain federal guidelines.  It is supposed to pay the medical bills for the poor and disabled.  
Medicare, on the other hand, is a federal program to pay the medical bills of the elderly.  Again, this 
may be an overly simplistic understanding of these programs. 

In order to confirm whether or not Congress has finally learned something from its past mistakes, I 
went through the bill to see if there is any mention of them providing the Medicaid fund with additional 
funding to take on this increased workload.  Unless I missed something in this extremely wordy 
legislation, the answer is no, they have not!  So where are they going to get the additional funding for 
the added services?  It appears to me that the solution will be to take money away from those the 
fund was originally created to help, the poor and the disabled whom are in need of medical care. 

http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/BILLS-114s1604is/pdf/BILLS-114s1604is.pdf
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This will not only put us in conflict with those who advocate for the poor and disabled, but it will also 
put us in conflict with ourselves because a disproportionately high number of autistics need Medicaid 
to pay their medical bills.  I, myself, use Medicaid to pay for my Tamsulosin (generic Flowmax) for my 
prostate.  Other autistics use it to pay for medicines that help them control their seizures, anxiety, 
depression, paranoia, schizophrenia, etc.  It could be said that this bill basically would put some 
autistics in the position of having to choose between getting a job, or keeping their sanity. 

 
SPECIFIC CONCERNS ABOUT THE LANGUAGE OF THE BILL 

 
SEC. 2. TRANSITION TO INDEPENDENCE MEDICAID BUY-IN OPTION DEMONSTRATION 
PROGRAM. 
 
(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Secretary shall establish a demonstration program under which a 

State that is a Medicaid Buy-In State and meets certain criteria may receive bonus 
payments for meeting specific measurable benchmarks in expanding individual integrated 
employment and reducing subminimum wage work, congregate setting work, or facility-
based day habilitation placements for working-age individuals with a disability receiving 
Medicaid-funded home or community-based services and for taking other actions conducive 
to expanding employment opportunities for individuals with disabilities within the State. 

(Pgs. 1-2) 

Many of my fellow Autistics (including ASAN), who would be classified as “high functioning” 
autistics/Aspies, have long complained that all of the programs that the Autism specialty 
organizations offer are for those who would be classified as “low functioning” autistics.  To many of 
them, the language of this section seems to be exactly what we have been asking for.  However, who 
is going to pay the price? 

The above cited section mentions “reducing” a lot of programs that many of us have no business 
being on, yet some are forced on to because of the lack of other options.  So what is my problem with 
this?  There are those who have more severe disabilities, including those who have developmental 
disabilities other than autism/Asperger’s, who require these services.  Some of these services enable 
such individuals to defray some of the cost of supporting them. 

So although I do read in this section the goal of reducing the number of people dependent upon these 
programs, something that I do support, what I do not read is acknowledgement that there will always 
be some that will need these programs and that they should therefore continue to be funded at a level 
that meets the needs of such individuals.  It would be a mistake to assume that the politicians and 
bureaucrats that will be put in charge of implementing this program will understand these needs if 
they are not explained to them, preferably in writing. 
 

(c) APPLICATION AND SELECTION REQUIREMENTS.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than June 30, 2016, the Secretary shall solicit applications 
from Medicaid Buy-In States and select 10 Medicaid Buy-In States to participate in the 
demonstration program. 

(Pg. 5) 

Assuming that Congress passes this legislation, states will not be able to apply for this 
demonstration program until next summer. 

(3) STAKEHOLDER ADVISORY COMMITTEE REQUIREMENTS.— 
(d) LENGTH OF DEMONSTRATION PROGRAM.—The demonstration program shall 

be conducted for a period of 5 fiscal years, beginning with fiscal year 2017. 
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(Pgs. 5 and 10) 
For the US government, the fiscal year starts in October.  So no one is going to be receiving any 
assistance from this program for another two years. 

(g) REPORTS; RECOMMENDATIONS.— 

(2) REPORTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS TO CONGRESS.— 

(B) RECOMMENDATIONS.—Not later than December 31, 2019, the Secretary shall 
submit to Congress recommendations regarding whether the demonstration program 
should be continued, expanded, modified, or terminated. 

(Pgs. 20, 22 and 23) 

If you do not reside in one of the ten states that will start this program in two years, you may have to 
wait up to two more years for Congress to decide whether there will be any expansion that might lead 
to the program coming to your state. 

There is also the possibility that Congress will decide to reduce or terminate the program altogether.  
This decision may or may not have anything to with the effectiveness of the program, but rather with 
how high of a priority this program is to the members of Congress and the President in 2019. That 
year will be setting up the Presidential race for 2020.  If they need to divert the funding for this 
program to fund a constituency that will get them more votes, they will. 
 

THERE IS A BETTER SOLUTION 

I have long held the view that citizens should try to fend for themselves as much as possible and only 
ask for help from the government when absolutely necessary.  It has nothing to do with a “fear of big 
government,” but by years of observing… 

1) ...highly motivated volunteers putting the government bureaucrats to shame when it comes to 
improving the quality of life of the citizens. 

2) …a lot of time, money and effort going into getting politicians to support you; only for them to… 

a. …retire 

b. …get voted out of office, sometimes for reasons that have nothing to do with your cause. 

c. …change their minds because public opinion has changed, or opposing lobbyists have led 
them astray.  This has already happened to me. 

d. …lost interest in your cause because you are considered old news. 

Why should we hinge our survival on a group of self-serving individuals who have proven themselves 
so unreliable in the past?  Do not get me wrong, if one really does want to help, then we will gladly 
accept it.  If one has not showed any real interest in us until we started dominating the headlines, do 
not be too quick to buy what he or she is selling.  Not only may they be totally incompetent to come 
up with a workable plan, but they may have the attention span of an eight-year-old with an ADHD 
diagnosis.  The more dependent you become on someone like that, the more dire the straights you 
will be in when they stop returning your communications. 
 

MY SOLUTION 

The frame work of my solution can be viewed by watching the series of videos at: 

 http://aacphoenix.com/our-case-to-the-arizona-legislature/  

I will be going into more detail at my September 26, 2015 meeting.  I will video record it and upload it 
so everyone can view it. 

http://aacphoenix.com/our-case-to-the-arizona-legislature/

